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To oUR BELOVED SON IN JESUS CHRIST, 
JOSEPH, 11L1LUusTRKloUS APOSTOLIC 
KING oF HUNGAR1A AND BoHEMIA, 
XL LECTED KING OF THE ROMANS. 


Poes Pius VI. 


UR Beloved Son, Francis Herzan, 
Plenpotentiary from your Impe— 

rial Majeſty at our Court, delivered to 
us, on the gth of November laſt, your 
moſt gracious letter dated the gth of Oc- 
tober, being an anſwer to ours of Auguſt 
26, At the peruſal of it, we were deeply 
concerned to find that you had paid no 
regard to the carneſt requeſt, by which 
we intreated you not to deprive the 
Apoſtolic See of a right which it enjoyed, 
from the earlieſt periods, of collating to 
the Biſhopricks, &c. of Auſtrian Lom- 
bardia, and not to aſſume the ſame to 
yourſelf alone. Our intention, beloved 
Son 


BE 

Son in Jeſus Chriſt, is not to revive the 
differences which took place about the 
middle of the Chriſtian æra, and after 
which, peace being reſtored to the Church, 
it reſumed its rights and diſcipline, in 
which it had been confirmed even by 
General Councils. It is far from my 
heart to enter into any ſuch diſputes ; the 
paternal fondneſs imprinted therein, and 
which we are determined to preſerve for 
you to the laſt, would not permit it. 
Nevertheleſs we beſecch you, in the name 
ot the Lord, not to think it derogatory to 
your rights and royal dignity, when we 
allure vou, as a certain and incontraver- 
üble ſa, that when the Apoſtles founded 
churches, and ſetiled therein Priefts and 
Biſhops, they never were ſulpeQed of an 
intention to encroach on the rights be- 
longing to the fecular and civil power. 
The Church has adopted and preſerved 
this cuſtom without the leaſt detriment to 
the riglus of Sovereigns. On the con- 
trary, were the ſecular power to extend to 
what concerns the Clergy, it would, all 
over the world, deprive not only the Hol 
See, but alſo the Bilhops of a right they 
enjoyed, and totally annihilate the ſalutary 
cuſtom of appointing and holding a free 

concourſe ; 
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concourſe; a matter which cannot but be 
entirely foreign io your noble and pious 
way of thinking. As for the temporalities 
which the Church has acquired by, and 1s 
indebted for to princely munificence and 
liberality, as alſo to the picty of the reſt of 


the faithful, your Majelly need not be told. 


that they have ever been looked upon as 
ſacred to God, and by that very reaſon 
univerſally reſpekled: So chat from the 
conſtant opinion of our forcfathers, and 
all the faithful, it is not lawful to apply 
thoſe citates to any other purpoſe than that 
for which they were granted. A conſide- 
ration which does not {lay the hands of 
thoſe who, as the Council of Trentum ex- 
preſſes it, cannot diſtinguiſh between the 
clerical goods which belong to God and 
other pollefhons.* 

+ It is in order to prevent the admi— 
niſtration of ſuch worldly goods falling 
into bad hands, or proving hurtiul to the 
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tranquillity of the ſtate, that the Holy 
See, and we in particular, have been 
ſingularly careful not to prefer to cathe- 
drals or abbeys, ſuch perſons as might be 


ſuſpected by, or diſagreeable to the va- 


rious Sovereigns, Your glorious ancel- 
tors, and laſtly 1 your very auguſt Mother, 
never queſtioned'the above truths. This 
gracious Emprels had deſired Benedict 
XIV. to grant her, and her heirs, the 
riglit not of appointing Biſhops, but Ab- 
bots only, within the Auſtrian ſtates in 


Italy, relinquiſhing, however, by way of 


compenſation, to the Holy See, the right 
of levying ſome penſions on thoſe abbeys, 
to the profit of the pontifical ſtate: She 
carried on this negociation by means of 
our moſt beloved Son Cardinal Migazzi, 
then Auditor of the Rota at Rome. To 
him we refer your Majeſty for what paſſed 
on the occaſion. The reigning Pontiff 
teſtified, at that time, his earneſt deſire of 
cementing a ſincere and ſolid harmony 
between the Holy See and her Majeſty, 
and of readily adopting every means that 
might forward it ; obſerving withal, that 
it was his duty to be peculiarly nice in 
every thing that concerned the pontifical 
dignity, which would be totally diſregard- 
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ed, were be to give up, or alienate the 
rights which his predeceſſors had ever 
aſſerted, and enjoyed, namely. that of ad- 
vowſons to abbeys and church livings; 
that his name would be odious to his ſuc- 
ceſlors, and to poſterity, if he ſhould con- 
ſent to the abolition, or even decreaſe, 
the leaſt, of that right, and pontifical Ae 
rogative.---Then taking notice of the of- 
fer made to him of letthng penſions upon 
ſuch livings, and of the conſequence which 
might ariſe in the preſent ſituation of al- 
fairs, he obſerves, that her Majeſty's ſub- 


Jetts in Italy are admitted, without any 
diſtinQtion, to the principal benefits, pre- 


ſerments, and dignities of the Holy See, 
and that for the moſt part, ſome of them 
are called to the rank of Cardinals, nay, 
often raiſed to the Papal Throne; but 
that if the defired alteration was to take 
place, he was bold to foretel that it would 
turn to the diſadvantage of her Majelty's 
ſubjcetts, who would either be deprived of, 
or excluded in ſuture from, thoſe privi- 
leges. In conſequence of this anlwer 
from Beneditt XIV. to your auguſt Mo- 
ther, that glorious Sovereign, conſulting 
only her natural equity, dropped her re- 
queſt; and this fact is fully known to * 

The 


(65) 

The name of Benedict was dear to that 
Princeſs, who looked upon him as a Pon- 
tiff equally wiſe and ſincerely attached to 
the Houſe of Auſtria, Of this, be gave 
ſeveral proofs, eſpecially, when, at the be- 
ginning of his reign, he ſtood your ſpon— 
for, meaning by this ſacred tie, to bind 
you the mote to him and to the Hol 
Sec. For this realon it is that we with to 
be gracious towards you, moſt beloved 
Son in Chriſt; and wiſh from our heart to 
treat with you amicably, and as a Father 
with his Son, about the preſent affairs, and 
other new alterations winch have taken 
place in the beginning of your reign, and 
plunged us into the deepeſt ſorrow, But 
as we are ſenſible that the plan of treating 
together would meet with a great many 
difficulties, unleſs it ſhould be in perſonal 
Interview, we have an intention to ap- 
proach you ; nor ſhali we mind the length 
and tronble of the journey at our old and 
infirm time of liſe; as we ſhall derive 
great {trength from the great comfort of 
ſpeaking with, and declaring to you, how 
ready we are to gratiſy your wiſhes, and 
reconcile the rights of your Imperial Ma- 
jeſty to thoſe of the Church, 

We 
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We therefore moſt earneſtly intreat 
your Majeſty to look on this meaſure as a 
particular pledge of our attachment to- 
wards you, and of our deſire of ever pre- 
ſerving the ſame union. We ſue for this 
favour, not for us in particular, but for 
the general cauſe of religion, for which 
we ought to watch, and which it 1s your 
duty to ſupport. If you grant to the 
Church of God that protection which it 
requeſts of you, it will effettually redound 
to your glory and happineſs. In order 
that theſe noble intentions and reſolves 
may, by the grace of God, inſpire your 
heart, we give moſt cordially to your Im- 
perial Majeſty, and to all the Auſtrian 
Family, the Apoſtolic Benediction, as a 
pledge of a ſimilar return, 


Given at Rome, December 18, 1781, and 
of our Pontificate tlie 7th, 


Rome, 
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